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On the Metreau
News and Gossip of London's Waterways

TOWPATH WALKS
Readers will remember that last December we

entered into partnership with London Walks so
that I'WA walks would benefit from the massive
publicity produced by that organisation and yet
be separately identified in that programme as
being arranged and led on behalf of the IWA,
which continues to receive all profits.

There is no doubt that this has been an
outstanding success; we have increased the
number of walks and the range of waterways
covered and each walk is attracting more people
than before. At a rough estimate it seems that
about halfof those attending have read about the
walks in the waterways press.

In the first eight months of 1993 we have
guided more than three times the previous
annual total, and so far this year the income to
I'WA has quadrupled. Michael Essex-Lopresti,
who organises these walks, told us at a recent
Branch Social that he hopes that the total raised
for IWA by the walks in 1993 will be about £1500
by the end of the year: roughly half what the
walks have raised in the previous 16 years! Some
time next Spring, we look forward to our 5000th
walker.

In October, your editor was delighted to have
no fewer than 39 people join him for the first
walk of Three Mills and the Bow Back Rivers in
the IWA/London Walks programme.

From November 1993 until May 1994 walks
will be held on the first and third Sundays of
each month at 2.30 pm with an extra walk on
Boxing Day morning. The walks will be on the
following routes (Meet at the Underground
station indicated):
1993
7 Nov New River: Highbury to Angel (Meet at

Highbury & Islington)
21 Nov Regent's Canal: Paddington to Camden

(Meet at Warwick Avenue)
Regent's Canal: Camden to Islington
(Meet at Camden Town)

19 Dec Bow Back Rivers & Three Mills (Meet at
Bromley-by-Bow)

26 Dec (llam) Regent's Canal: Camden to
Islington (Meet at Camden Town)

5 Dec

1994
②Jan  Regent’s Canal: Islington to Mile End

(Meet at Angel)
16Jan Regent's Canal: Mile End to Limehouse

(Meet at Mile End)

、

6Feb New River: Manor House to Highbury
(Meet at Manor House)

20 Feb New River: Highbury to Angel (Meet at
Highbury & Islington)

6Mar Regent’s Canal: Paddington to Camden
(Meet at Warwick Avenue)

20 Mar Regent's Canal: Camden to Islington
(Meet at Camden Toun)
Regent's Canal: Islington to Mile End
(Meet at Angel)

17 Apr Regent's Canal: Mile End to Limehouse
(Meet at Mile End)

1 May Regent's Canal: Camdento Paddington,
ending at Canalway Cavalcade (Meet at
Camden Town)

3 Apr

APOLOGIES...
. . for the fact that our last issue contained a

mis-print in the date of the November Central
London Social, creating a non-existent Thursday
15 November. Such are the perils of modern
technology thatthe list of dates I sent to other
magazines was taken from the same computer
file and perpetrated the same error.

200 CLUB WINNERS
JUNE

£58 No. 93 MrBGButler New Malden
£29 No. 58 Miss R Limming Uxbridge
£15 No. 44 MrAJButterworth Chelsfield
£15 No. 126 MrARSawyer Bexleyheath

AUGUST
£58 No. 56
£29 No. 263
£15 No. 180
£15 No. 42

OCTOBER
£58 No. 210
£29 No. 228
£15 No. 213
£15 No. 263

Miss R Limming Uxbridge
Mr A Hooper Ilford
Mr RJ Hudson Hanworth
Mr D Allison-Beer Uxbridge

Mr T P O'Hare Heathfield
Mr FL Willis, Hayes, Middx
Mr K P Hayter Banbury
Mr A Hooper Ilford

The 200 Club exists to raise money for the
running expenses ofthe Branch, particularly the
cost of meetings. We've noticed that quite a few
recent winners have been people who have
taken out multiple memberships, so if you've
only got one membership, you know what to do
to improve your chances. Membership costs £1
per month: details from Sue Blake or Dorothy
Robbie (phone numbers on page 2).

On the Metreau
News and Gossip of l-ondon's lllffiennrays

TOWPATH WALKS
Readers will remember that last December we

entered into partnership with London Walks so
that IVA walks would benefit from the massive
publicity produced by that organisation and yet
be separately identified in that programme as
being arranged and led on behalf of the I\0A,
which continues to receive all profits.

There is no doubt that this has been an
outsanding success; we have increased the
number of walks and the range of waterways
covered and each wdk is attracting more people
than before. At a rough estimate it seems that
about hdf of those attending have read about the
walks in the waterways press.

In the first eight months of 1993 we have
guided more than three times the previous
annual total, and so far this year the income to
IWA has quadrupied. Michael Essex-Lopresti,
who organises these walks, told us at a recent
Branch Social that he hopes that the total raised
for IVA by the *alks in 1993 will be about51500
by the end of the year: roughly half what the
walks have raised in the previous 16 years! Some
time next Spring, we look forward to our 5000th
walker

In October, your editor was delighted to have
no fewer than 39 people join him for the first
walk of Three Mills and the Bow Back Rivers in
the IWA/London W'alks programme.

From November 1993 until May 1994 walks
will be held on the first and third Sundays of
each month at2.30 pm with an extra walk on
Boxing Day morning. The walks will be on the
following routes (Meet at the Underground
sation indicated):
1993
7 Nov New River: Highbury toAngel(Meet at

Higbbury E Islington)
21 Nov Regent's Canal: Paddington to Camden

(Meet at Warwick Auenue)
5 Dec Regent's Canal: Camden to Islington

(Meet at Camden Town)
19 Dec Bow Back Rivers & ThrceMtlls(Meet at

Bromley-by-Bou)
26Dec (llam) Regents Canal: Camden to

Islington(Meet at Camden Tbun)
r994
2Jan Regent's Canal: Islington to Mile End

(Meet at Angel)
76Jan Regent's Canal: Mile End to Limehouse

(Meet at Mile End)

6 Feb New River: Manor House to Highbury
(Meet at Manor House)

20 Feb New River: Highbury to Angel(Meet at
Higbbury & Islington)

6 Mar Regent's Canal: Paddington to Camden
(Meet at W'arwick Auenue)

20Mar Regent's Canal: Camden to Islington
(Meet at Camden Tbwn)

3 Apr Regent's Canal: Islington to Mile End
(Meet at Angel)

17 Apr Regent's Canal: Mile End to Limehouse
(Meet at Mile End)

1 May Regent's Canal: Camden to Paddington,
ending at Canalway Cavalcade (Meet at
Camden Tbwn)

APOLOGIES...
. . . for the fact that our last issue contained a

mis-print in the date of the November Central
London Social, creating a non-enistent Thursday
15 November Such are the perils of modern
technology that the list of dates I sent to other
magazines was taken from the same computer
file and perpetrated the same error

2OO CLUB WINNERS
JUNE

s,58
s29
sl5

No. 93 Mr B G Butler New Malden
No. 58 Miss R Limming Uxbridge
No. 44 MrAJButterworth Chelsfield
No. 126 MrARSawyer Bexleyheath

AUGUST
S58 No. 56 MissRLimming Uxbridge
529 No.263 MrAHooper Ilford
515 No. 180 MrRJHudson Hanworth
515 No. 42 MrDAllison-Beer Uxbridge

OCTOBER
$58 No. 210 MrTPO'Hare Heathfield
S29 No. 228 MrF LVillis, Hayes,Middx
{,15 No.213 MrKPHayter Banbury
S,15 No.263 MrAHooper Ilford

The 200 Club exists to raise money for the
running expenses ofthe Branch, particularly the
cost of meetings. We've noticed that quite a few
recent v/inners have been people who have
taken out multiple memberships, so if you've
only got one membership, you know what to do
to improve your chances. Membership costs 51
per month: details from Sue Blake or Dorothy
Robbie (phone numbers on page2).
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New Branches for London
- THE BRANCH COMMITTEE WANTS YOUR VIEWS

BACKGROUND
When London was pressing for Region status

we talked about whether or not the newRegion
ought to consist of a single Branch or ought to
divide into a number of new Branches. The
decision went in favour of the latter course,
although it was realised that this coulo not be
done overnight. We are thus in a transitional
position, with a single Branch co-terminous with
the Region until such time as we are ready to split
into smaller Branches.

A couple ofyears ago the Branch Committee
set up a network of out-of-centre social meetings
as potential springboards for future Branches. We
made a policy decision to allow the new Branches
to evolve naturally rather than to impose a pattern
from the centre.

Uxbridge meetings, initially organised by Mike
Stimpson, rapidly generated a strong and regular
audience and gave birth to our Middlesex Section.
S E London meetings at Mottingham have also
proved a success with a steady attendance. The
sameis true, but on a smaller scale, at Croydon. In
NE London we have tried several venues, seeking
one that attracts a significant audience, and have
recently launched a series of meetings at
Hazelmere Marina, once again with Mike
Stimpson at the helm and now underthetitle of
the Lea Group. Thefirst of these has taken place
with encouraging attendance and enthusiasm.

The Branch Committee feels that the time has
come to prepare for the next steps: perhaps the
natural evolution needs a little prodding, but we
are confident that we now have a good base from
which to proceed, and would like to aim at
replacing London Branch by a number ofsmaller
Branches by 1 January 1995.

WHAT NEXT?
It cannot be long before the Middlesex Section

feels ready to become a fully-fledged Branch, and
it would not be right to stand in their way when
theyfeel the time has come. When this happens
we shall need to define the boundaries of the new
Branch, and the Branch Committee feels that this
would be done best in the context of a known
plan for the whole split.

We have never drawn a boundary for the
Middlesex Section. While they are a Section
rather than a Branch,this is not crucial. But once
we split into multiple Branches, the question of
boundaries will need to be decided.

Any member of IWAis entitled to choose what
Branch he/she belongs to. When we split, we
ought to offer the choice explicitly to existing
London Branch members. But new members not
expressing a choice are allocated by Head Office
to the Branch in which they live. So it is important
that new Branches have a big enough catchment
area to be self-sustaining in the long term. In
particular, this may well mean that when the
Middlesex Section achieves Branch status,it will
need a wider boundary than that to which it
sends mailings at present.

ONE SUGGESTED PATTERN
Different suggestions for the number of new

Branches have varied from 3 to 5. When this was
discussed at Branch Committee, there was a
strong consensus that a pattern of three Branches
of roughly equal membership would be likely to
produce strong Branches. We thought that these
might be West London (based on the existing
Middlesex Section), South London (based on the
existing Mottingham and Croydon groups;
possibly, but not necessarily, meeting in alternate
months at the two venues) and North London,
based on the new Lea Group.

There are differing views as to whether South
West London (where we have not at the moment
got a local group) should, in such a pattern, be
part of West London or South London. One of
the Committee's next tasksis to look on the map
that shows where our members live and come up
with some possible boundaries.

Whatever pattern we devise,it need nottie us
for ever: there could always be a subsequent
re-arrangement of boundaries with or without
the creation offurther Branches. At some future
date, for example, a separate South West London
Branch might be formed.

SHOULD THERE BE ACENTRAL LONDON
BRANCH?

In discussions at Branch and Region
Committees, two distinct views on this have
emerged. Nobody has suggested that the Central
London social meetings should stop. They are
well-supported by members, but many of these
live nowhere near Central London. Many people
who live some way out but work centrally find it
convenientto stayin the centre for the meetings
beforetravelling home. The difference ofview is
about whether these meetings should be the

New Branches for London
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BACKGROUND
rVhen London was pressing for Region status

we alked about whether or not the new Region
ought to consist of a single Branch or ought to
divide into a number of new Branches. The
decision went in favour of the latter cource,
although it w?s realised that this coulo not be
done overnight. Ve are thus in a transitional
position, with a single Branch ceterminous with
the Region until such time as we are ready to split
into smaller Branches.

A couple of years ago the Branch Cornmittee
set up a network of out-of-centre social meetings
as potential springboarG for future Branches. S7e

made apolicy decision to allow the new Branches
to evolve narurally ratherthan to impose apattem
from the centre.

Uxbridge meetings, initially organised by Mike
Stimpson, rapidly generated a strong and regular
audience and gave birth to our Middleso< Section.
S E London meetings at Mottingham have also
proved a success with a steady attendance. The
same is true, but on a smaller scalg at Croydon. In
N E London we have tried several venues, seeking
one that attracts a significant audience, and have
recently launched a series of meetings at
Hazelmere Marina, once again with Mike
Stimpson at the helm and now under the title of
the Lea Group. The first ofthese has aken place
with encouraging attendance and enthusiasm.

The Branch Committee feels that the time has
come to prepare for the next steps: perhaps the
natural evolution needs a little prodding, but we
are confident that we now have agood base from
which to proceed, and would like to aim at
replacing London Branch by a number of smaller
Branches by I January 1995.

WHAT IUEXT?

It cannot be long before the Middleser< Section
feels ready to become a fi.rlly-fledged Branch, and
it would not be right to stand in their way when
they feel the time has come. When this happens
we shall need to define the boundaries ofthe new
Branch, and ttre Branch Committee feels that this
would be done best in the context of a known
plan for the whole split.

Ve have never drawn a boundary for the
Middlesex Section. \Xrhile they are a Section
rather than a Branch, this is not crucial. But once
we spiit into multiple Branches, the question of
boundaries will need to be decided.

Any member of IIVA is entitled to choose what
Branch he,6he belongs to. When we split, we
ought to offer the choice explicitly to existing
London Branch members. But new members not
expressing a choice are dlocated by Head Office
!o the Branch in which they live. So it is important
that new Branches have a big enough catchment
area to be self-susaining in the long term. In
particular, this may well mean that when the
Middlesex Section achieves Branch status, it will
need a wider boundary than that to which it
sends mailings at present.

ONE SUGGESTED PATTERil
Differeilt suggestions for the number of new

Branches have laried from 3 to 5. lWhen this was
discussed at Branch Committee, there was a
strong consensus that a pattem ofthree Branches
of roughly equd membership would be likely to
produce strong Branches. Ve thought that these
might be West London (based on the existing
Middlesor Section), South London @ased on the
existing Mottingham and Croydon groups;
possibly but not necessarily meeting in alternat€
months at the two venues) and North London,
based on the new Lea Group.

There are differing views as to whether South
Vest London (where we have not at the moment
got a locd group) should, in such a pattern, be
part oflWest London or South London. One of
the Committee's next tasks is to iook on the map
that shows where our members live and come up
with some possible boundaries.

l*rhatever pattern we devise, it need not tie us
for ever: there could dways be a subsequent
re-arrangement of boundaries with or without
the creation of further Branches. At some future
date, for examplg a separate South West London
Branch might be formed.

SHOUTD THERE BE A CEIUTRAL LONDON
BRANCH?

In discussions at Branch and Region
Committees, two distinct views on this have
emerged. Nobody has suggested that the Central
London social meetings should stop. They are
well-supported by members, but many of these
live nowhere near Centrd London. Many people
who live some way out but work centrally find it
convenient to stay in the centre for the meetings
before travelling home. The difference of view is
about whether these meetings should be the
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From the Region Chairman— Mike Stimpson
First of all I should start the Region Chairman's

‘bit’ by congratulating Mike Stevens and the
Excalibur team for winning the ‘Rolt” award
this year. For those of you who do not know,
the ‘Rolt’ award is to acclaim the best Region
or Branch magazine published during the
year for IWA Members. I am very pleased to hear
that London’s magazine achieved this accolade.
Congratulations to Mike and the team for
this triumph.

This edition ofExcalibur is due to come out
at Christmas time, so perhaps I could take this
opportunity to wish you all a prosperous and
enjoyable Christmas and New Year (should that
be the other wayaround?) and to remind you of
the fact that you can support the IWA by
purchasing Christmas cards—I believe that the
wife of one of my predecessors is master-
minding this part of our activities.

As you all know from the last edition of
Excalibur, the National Waterways Festival
next year is due to be held just outside our
Region's territory at Waltham Abbey where,
co-incidentally, we have recently formed a
new group, which Iam pleased to say is running
very well indeed.

Members of the London Branch who would
like to becomeinvolved in ‘The National’ next
year are asked to contact a Branch Committee
memberat one of the social meetings, who will
put forward their name and addressto the event
committee. There are many ways you can help,
either prior to the event or over the weekend
itself or, indeed,in setting up or taking down the
site. With a massive eventlike this there is always
lots to do and the more people we get the easier
it will be. I am sure you are all looking forward to
attending the event.

Returning to our social meetings on the Lea, I
would like to take the opportunity to thank
Hazelmere Marina, who have duplicated the
efforts of the Hillingdon Canal Club, whose
assistance was highly valued in the foundation of
what has become our Middlesex Section.

Your Region and Branch Committee are
considering how best to steer these groups
and sections into Branches over the coming
years. We hope to arrive at a situation where
the existing London Branch can be split into
new Branches, although there is some debate
at the present time as to exactly how this should
be done.

My view is to let nature take its course and, as
groups develop and expand, allow them to
progress naturally to the condition where

Branch status can be applied for. Having visited
both the Mottingham and Croydon groups, Iam
pleased to learn that they feel able to merge and
between them form a section, holding meetings
alternately at each location. This makes
geographical sense and in due course hopefully
they will form a Branch.

The Middlesex Section is certainly well along
the road to Branch status and the Lea Group has
every intention of following the same road as the
old Uxbridge Group and hopefully form a
Section in the winter of 94/5.

As you will know from reading Excalibur, we
have social meetings at a number of venues.
Please try and attend them if they are close to
you, as they are arranged for your benefit. If
there is a topic you would like to see covered or,
better still, you could speak about, of if you
know someone who can, please let us know.

You have presumably joined the IWA because
you are interested in one aspect of the water-
ways or another, and these talks certainly
provide an interesting focal point for the
waterways enthusiast to learn more about his
or her interest, and there is, of course, the social
side as well. I certainly enjoy attending the
social meetings, even though on the odd
occasion I hear the same talk in two different
places: I always pick up something I have missed
on the previous occasion!

A reminder that the AGM notices are in this
edition ofExcalibur for the simple reason that
the next edition will be too close to the AGM
date to give the legally-required period of time
for an AGM Notice. I know that many members
consider the AGM to be a boring necessary evil
and try their best notto attend! Actually we do
need you there: if you can spare the time for the
AGM please do come along.

If you are attending one of the social meetings
forthe first time, please make yourself known to
one of the Branch or Region officers—we all
wear (or are supposed to wear) ourlittle white
I'WA badges, which always tell us who we are and
most of the time what we are.

Returning finally to the subject ofAGMs, I was
very pleased to see such a high turnout of
London Region members at the National AGM
which was held at Bath. My wife and I stayed for
the entire weekend, and this was the first time
that a Waterways Weekend had been centred on
the AGM for a number of years and made it far
more enjoyable. I would like to finish with my
congratulations to the Avon and South Wilts
Branch for organising such a splendid weekend.

From the Region Ghairman-Mike Stimpson
First of all I should start the Region Chairman's

'bit' by congratulating Mike Stevens and the
Excalibur team for winnins the 'Rolt' award
this year. For those of you who do not know,
the 'Rolt' award is to acclaim the best Region
or Branch magazine published during the
year for IVA Members. I am very pleased to hear
that London's magazine achieved this accolade.
Congratulations to Mike and the team for
this triumph.

This edition of Excaliburis due to come out
at Christmas time, so perhaps I could ake this
opportunity to wish you all a prosperous and
enjoyable Christmas and New Year (should that
be the other way around?) and to remind you of
the fact that you can support the IVA by
purchasing Christmas cards-I believe that the
wife of one of my predecessors is master-
minding this part of our activities.

As you all know from the last edition of
Excalibur, the National Waterwa,vs Festival
next year is due to be held just outside our
Region's territory at Waltham Abbey where,
co-incidentally, we have recently formed a
new group, which I am pleased to say is running
very well indeed.

Members of the London Branch who would
like to become involved in'The National' next
year are asked to contact a Branch Committee
member at one of the social meetings, who will
put forward their name and address to the event
committee. There are many ways you can help,
either prior to the event or over the weekend
itself or, indeed, in setting up or uking down the
site. with a massive event like this there is always
lots to do and the more people we get the easier
it will be. I am sure you are all looking forward to
attending the event.

Returning to our social meetings on the Lea, I
would like to take the opportunity ro rhank
Hazelmere Marina, who have duplicated the
efforts of the Hillingdon Canal Club, whose
assisance was highly valued in the foundation of
what has become our Middlesex Section.

Your Region and Branch Committee are
considering how best to steer these groups
and sections into Branches over the coming
years. Ve hope to arrive at a situation where
the existing London Branch can be split inro
new Branches, although there is some debate
at the present time as to exactly how this should
be done.

My view is to let nature take its course and, as
groups develop and expand, allow them to
progress naturally to the condition where

Branch status can be applied for. Having visited
both the Mottingham and Croydon groups, I am
pleased to learn that they feel able to merge and
between them form a section, holding meetings
alternately at each location. This makes
geographical sense and in due course hopefully
they will form a Branch.

The Middlesex Section is certainly well along
the road to Branch satus and the Lea Grouo has
eve ry inention of lollowing the same road as the
old Uxbridge Group and hopefully form a
Section in the winter of '9415.

As you will know fromreadingExcalibur,we
have social meetings at a number of venues.
Please try and attend them if they are close to
you, as they are arranged for your benefit. If
there is a topic you would like to see covered or,
better still, you could speak about, of if you
know someone who can, please let us know.

You have presumably joined the IVA because
you are interested in one aspect of the water-
ways or another, and these talks certainly
provide an interesting focal point for the
waterways enthusiast to leafn more about his
or her interest, and there is, ofcourse, the social
side as well. I certainly enjoy attending the
social meetings, even though on the odd
occasion I hear the same talk in two different
places: I always pick up something I have missed
on the previous occasionl

A reminder that the AGM notices are in this
edition of Excalibur for tbe simple reason that
the next edition will be too close to the AGM
date to give the legally-required period of time
for an AGM Notice. I know that many members
consider the AGM to be a boring necessary evil
and try their best not to attend! Actually we do
need you there: if you can spare the time for the
AGM please do come along.

If you are attending one of the social meetings
for the first time, please make yourself known to
one of the Branch or Region officers-we all
wear (or are supposed to wear) our little white
MA badges, which always tell us who we are and
most of the time what we are.

Returning finally to the subject of AGMs, I was
very pleased to see such a high turnout of
London Region members at the National AGM
which was held at Bath. My wife and I sayed for
the entire weekend, and this was the first time
that a Waterways Weekend had been centred on
the AGM for a number of years and made it far
more enjoyable. I would like to finish with my
congratulations to the Avon and South Vilts
Branch for organising such a splendid weekend.
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1994 New Year Draw
The 1993 IWA London Branch New Year

Draw was again a success, raising nearly
£1,200 for Branch funds. Your committee has
therefore decided to organise a further Draw
for 1994. The aim of the Draw is again to raise
funds to run our basic activities: for room hire
for committee and social meetings; work in
making representations to various authorities,
producing and mailing 'Excalibur', monitoring
planning applications and generally
safeguarding our local waterways. We include
two books offive 50p tickets with this issue
of 'Excalibur' and hope that you will support
our efforts.

As can be seen from thelist below we
have a splendid selection of prizes. The first
prize is a one week holiday for four at a
Cotswolds cottage alongside the Stroudwater
canal, for which we're grateful to Michael
Handford, who runs the IWA/WRG Stamp Bank.

Thanks also to those companies,
organisations and individuals who have
helped us by donating the other Draw prizes:
a gift voucher for £50 (Uxbridge Boat Centre
Ltd); a gift voucher for £50.00 (High Line

Yachting Ltd); a dinner cruise for two aboard
'My Fair Lady (Paddy Walker); an Alex Prowse
waterwaycolour print (Alex & Jan Prowse); a
one year subscription to Canal & Riverboat
(A.E.Morgan Publications Ltd); a one year
subscription to Waterways World (Waterway
Productions Ltd); a copy of 'Stanford's River
Thames' by Graham Hayward; a pewter
tankard (IWA Sales Ltd); a copy of 'Through
the French Canals' by Philip Bristow; and a
family Admission ticket to the London Canal
Museum.

We hope that you will support your
Branch by entering the Draw yourself and by
selling tickets to your friends or colleagues.
More books are available from Richard Bird,
23 Porcupine Close, Mottingham, London SE9
3AE (‘phone 081-857 6367) or any London
Branch committee member. The Draw will
take place on 17 February, 1994 at the
London Region Social Meeting at the Abbey
Community Centre, 34 Great Smith Street,
London SW1. The meeting commences at
7.30pm and the winning tickets will be drawn
at about 9.00pm.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Superbly converted luxury

Cotswold Stone Cottage
in conservation area. Sleeps 4-5.

For details telephone: 0455 611508

General boatyard facilities
and...

UXBRIDGE THE BEST SELECTION
__BOAT OF CHANDLERY ON THE
CENTRE INLAND WATERWAYS
Uxbridge Wharf, Waterloo Road, Uxbridge, Middx UBS 2QX

ー

Tel: 0895-252019

|

Fax: 0895-811035

=> High Line Yachting Ltd
Superb berthing facilities, chandlery with full
Boatmans Cabin brasswaredisplay, servicing,
brokerage - indeed everything for the boater!

MANSION LANE, IVER, BUCKS. SLO 9RG
Tel: (0753) 651496 Fax: (0753) 630095

Dinner Tuesday to Saturday & Sunday Lunch

250 CAMDEN HIGH STREET, LONDON NW1 8QS
TEL: 071-485 4433 or 6210

Alex Prowse
Inland Waterway Prints & Paintings

CASCADE GALLERY, THE POOL OF LITTLE VENICE
BLOMFIELD ROAD, LONDON W9 2PA TEL: 071-289 7050

Canal & Riverboat
The magazine with more to offer

INLAND CRUISER e STEEL SCENE
HOLIDAY HIRING e MARINAS & MOORINGS

Looking forward with today’s boater in mind

The monthly
Towpath

Telegraph Waterways
WorldNow even better value for money

Kottingham House, Dale Street, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs DE13 3TD
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1994 New Year Draw
Tl:.e 1993 IWA London Branch New Year

Draw was again a succe ss, raising nearly
51,20O for Branch funds. Your committee has
therefore decided to organise a further Draw
for 1994. The aim of the Draw is again to raise
funds to mn our basic activities: for room hire
for committee and social meetings; work in
making representations to various authorities,
producing and mailing'Excalibur', monitoring
planning applications and generally
safeguarding our local waterways. We include
two books of five 50p tickets with this issue
of 'Excalibur' and hope that you will support
our efforts.

As can be seen from the list below we
have a splendid selection of prizes. The first
prize is a one week holiday for four at a
Cotswolds cottage alongside the Stroudwater
canal, for which we're grateful to Michael
Handford, who runs the I$VA,/WRG Stamp Bank.

Thanks also to those companies,
organisations and individuals who have
helped us by donating the other Draw prizes:
a gifl voucher for 550 (Uxbridge Boat Centre
Ltd); a gift voucher for 55O.OO (High Line

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Superbly converted luxury

Cotswold Stone Cottage
in conservation area. Sleeps 4-5.

For details telephone: 0455 611508

B Generol bootyord focilities
ono.

UEDS;E I THE BEST SEIEGTION
_qaar I or cxatorERY oN THE
CENTRE I .^.. .

Uxbridge Whor{, Woterloo Rood, Uxbridge, trliddx UB8 2QX
Iel:0895.252019 Fo* 0895.81 1035

g High Line Yachting Ltd
Superb berthing facilities, chandlery with full
Boatmans Cabin brassware display. servicing,
brokerage - indeed everything for the boater!

MANSION LANE, IVER, BUCKS, SLO gRG

Tel: (0753) 651496 Fax: (0753) 630095

Yachting Ltd); a dinner cmise for two aboard
'My Fair Lady (Paddy Walker); an Alex Prowse
waterway colour print (AIex & Jan Prowse); a

one vear subscription to Canal & Riverboat
(A.E.Morgan Publications Ltd); a one year
subscription to Waterways World (Waterway
Productions Ltd); a copy of'Stanford's River
Thames' by Graham Ha1'ward; a pewter
tankard (IWA Sales Ltd); a copy of 'Through
the French Canals' by Philip Bristow; and a

family Admission ticket to the London Canal
Museum.

We hope that _you will support your
Branch by entering the Draw yourself and by
selling tickets to your friends or colleagues.
More bepks are available from Richard Bird,
23 Porcr.ipine Close, Mottingham, London SE9

3AE ('phone 081-857 6367) or any London
Branch committee member. The Draw will
take place on 17 Febru^ry, 1994 at the
London Region Social Meeting at the Abbey
Community Centre , 31 Great Smith Street,
London SWl. The meeting commences at
7.30pm and the winning tickets will be drawn
at about 9.00pm.

my ?ob t-ady Aui^aing Re,alatua.nt

Dinner Iuesdoy to Soturdoy & Sundoy Lunch

25O CAMDEN HIGH STREE], LONDON NWI 8OS
TEL: 07 l -485 4433 or 62 l0

Alex Prowse
Inlond Woterwoy Prints & Pointings

CASCADE GALLERY, THE POOL OF TITTLE VENICE
BIOMFIELD ROAD. LONDON W9 2PA TE!: 07 l -289 7O5O

Conol& Riverboot
The mogozine with more to offer

INLAND CRUISER . STEEL SCENE

HOLIDAY HIRING . MARINAS & MOORINGS

Looking forword with lodoy's booter in mind

The monthly
Tbupath

Tblegraph

Nou euen better ualue for money
Kottineham House. Dale Street, Burton'on'Tr€nt, Staffs DE13 3TD
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Welcome home
-to the
moorings
you’ve always
wanted

Available

Friendly

Receptive

Accessible

Convenient

Handy

Relaxing

Peaceful

For your free brochure containing
further details and a mooring

application, write to:

Whatever boat you own - be it
traditional Narrowboat, GRP Cruiser
or classic Wooden Craft - you want to
know she’s moored on a site about
which you can feel proud.

At last you have a choice!

Phase One at Willowtree Marina is
now complete and we’ll be delighted
to welcome you.

Moorings in West London’s newest and brightest
purpose-built Marina

The promise of warm and personal service to you,
your family and friends

An individual berth for your craft and all the
facilities demanded by today’s discerning
Boatowner

Ideally positioned right in the middle of the
Paddington Arm of the Grand Union Canal

Large car park with excellent road connections
for A40, M4 and M25

Well stocked Chandlery,a slipway and a large
modern Engineering Workshop opening soon

Bistro Restaurant and Wine Bar with a range
of quality food and drink at affordable prices
coming shortly

Rural setting surrounded by green parkland and
including a planned Equestrian Centre

Arthur Bennett
Marina Manager
(Mooring Enquiry IWA1)
Willowtree Marina
West Quay Drive
Yeading Middx UB4 9TB
Tel: 081-841-6585
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Whatever boat you own - be it
traditional Narrowboat, GRP Cruiser
or classic Wooden Craft - you want to
know she's moorcd on a site about
which you can feel proud.

At last you have a choice!

Phase One at Willowtree Marina is
now complete and we'llbe delighted
to welcome you.

Moorings in West London's newest and brightest
purpose-built Marina

The promise of warm and personal service to you,
your frmily and friends

An individual berth for your craft and all the
fucilities demanded by today's discerning
Boatowner

Ideally positioned right in the middle of the
Paddington Arm of the Grand Union Canal

Large car park with excellent road connections
for A40, M4 and M25

lfell stocked Chandlery, a slipway and a large

modern Engineering Vorkshop opening soon

Bisuo Restaurant and Vine Bar with a range

ofqtrelity food and drink at affordable prices

coming shortly

Rural sening surrounded by green parkland and
including a planned Equestrian C,entre

Arthur Bennett
Marina Manager
(Mooring Enquiry lWAl)
Willowtrce Marina
West Quay Drive
\€ading Middx UB4 9TB
Tel: 081-841-6585
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Sunday 16th: 2.30 pm LONDON IWA WITH
‘LONDON WALKS’

Tuesday 18th: 8pm HERTS IWA

Thursday 20th 7 for 7.30pm LONDON IWA:
CENTRAL LONDON

Weekend 22nd/23rd LONDON WRG

Thursday 25th: 8pm KENT AND EAST
SUSSEX IWA AND
CHELMSFORD IWA

Friday 28th: 8 pm LONDON IWA:
S.E. LONDON

Tuesday 1st: 8pm LONDON IWA:
LEA GROUP

Sunday 6th: 2.30 pm LONDON IWA WITH
‘LONDON WALKS’

Tuesday 8th: 8pm LONDON IWA:
MIDDLESEX
SECTION

Thursday 10th: 8pm CHELMSFORD IWA

Weekend 12th/13th LONDON WRG

Tuesday 15th: 8pm HERTS IWA

Wednesday 16th: 8 pm LONDON IWA:
CROYDON

Thursday 17th 7 for 7.30pm LONDON IWA:
CENTRAL LONDON

Sunday 20th: 2.30 pm LONDON IWA WITH
‘LONDON WALKS’

Tuesday 1st: 8pm LONDON IWA:
LEA GROUP

Weekend 5th/6th LONDON WRG
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GUIDED WALK ON THE REGENT'S CANAL: MILE
END TO LIMEHOUSE. Meet at Mile End tube
station. About 2 hours. £4 (Concessions £3) Contact
Dr Michael Essex-Lopresti (081-882 1337)
Meeting at Hatfield Cricket Club, Ascots Lane,
Welwyn Garden City. Members’ slides evening.
Contact Greta Wright (0727-860137)
SOCIAL MEETING at Abbey Community Centre,
34 Great Smith St, SWIP 3BU. Speaker to be
announced. Contact: Tim Lewis (081-530 7926)
Dig on the Thames and Severn Canal. Contact:
Lesley McFadyen (081-693 3266 — evenings)
GravesendSailing Club.
Annualinter-Branch Quiz.
Contact: Angela Madle (0634-722661)
SOCIAL MEETING at The Royal Tavern,
Mottingham (corner of Court Rd and Sidcup Rd:
very close to Mottingham BRstation). Speaker: Mike
Stevens: One-offs, oddities andrelics.
Contact Dorothy Robbie (081-857 6367)

SOCIAL MEETING at Hazelmere Marine,
Highbridge St, Waltham Abbey(off Station Road).
Speaker: Jim Macdonald: Boating disasters.
Contact: Mike Stimpson (0923-770425).
GUIDED WALK ON THE NEW RIVER: MANOR
HOUSE TO HIGHBURY: Meet at Manor House tube
station. About 2 hours. £4 (Concessions £3) Contact
Dr Michael Essex-Lopresti (081-882 1337)
SOCIAL MEETING at Hillingdon Canal Cruising
Club, Waterloo Road, Uxbridge. Speaker: Richard
Drew: Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust.
Contact: Alison Struckett (0344-774228)
AEU House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford.
Speaker from English Nature: Waterway wildlife.
Contact: Molly Beard (0702-553392)
Dig on the Wilts and Berks Canal.
Contact: Tim Lewis (081-539 7926)
Meeting at Hatfield Cricket Club, Ascots Lane,
Welwyn Garden City. Hugh McKnight: The Danube
and Rhine. Contact Greta Wright (0727-860137)
SOCIAL MEETING at the Ship Inn, High Street,
Croydon (directions above). Speaker to be
announced. Contact: Mike Stevens (081-674 9387)
SOCIAL MEETING at Abbey Community Centre,
34 Great Smith St, SW1P 3 BU.
Speaker: David Bolton: The early days of the IWA.
Contact: Tim Lewis (081-530 7926)
GUIDED WALK ON THE NEW RIVER: HIGHBURY
TO ANGEL. Meet at Highbury and Islington tube
station. About 2 hours. £4 (Concessions £3) Contact
Dr Michael Essex-Lopresti (081-882 1337)

SOCIAL MEETING at Hazelmere Marine,
Highbridge St, Waltham Abbey (off Station Road).
Speaker: Peter Coyne: The Canals of Scotland.
Contact: Mike Stimpson (0923-770425).
Dig on the Wey and Arun Canal.
Contact: Tim Lewis (081-539 7926)

sunday 16th: 2.3opm 
BB""\tSirYf"

Tfresday 18th:Spm HERTS IITA

Thursday 20th 7 for T30pmIONDON IWA:

Veekend22ndl23rd

CENTRAL I,OI\IDON

LONDONWRG

Thursday25th: 8pm KENTAND EAST
SUSSEX I\TA AND
CHELMSFORD I\TA

Friday 28th: 8 pm IONDON IWAr
S.E. I./OI\IDON

FEBRUARY 1994
lbesday lst; 8pm LONDON IWA:

LEAGROUP

Sunday6th: 2.3opn IONDONMWITH
.I,jONDONWALKS,

GUIDED WALK ON THE REGENT'S CA,NAL; MILE
END TO LIMEHOUSE. Meet at Mile End rube
stztion. About 2 hours. 54 (Concessions S,3) Conact
Dr Michael Essex-Lopresti (081-882 1337)
Meeting at Hatfield Cricket Club, Ascots Lane,
Welwyn Garden City. Membersr slides evening.
Conract creta wright (O727-86O|3V
SOCIAL MEETING at Abbey Community Cenrre,
34 Great Smith Sr, S\71P 3BU. Speaker to be
announced. Contact: Tim Lewis (081-53O7926)
Dig on the Thames and Severn Canal. Conuct:
Lesley McFadyen (081-693 3266 - evenings)
Gravesend Sailing Club.
Annual inter-Branch Quiz.
Contact: Angela Madle (063 4-7 22651)
SOCIAL MEETING at The Royal Tavern,
Mottingham (corner of Court Rd and Sidcup Rd:
very close to Moftingham BR sation). Speaker: Mike
Stevens: One-offs, oddities and relics.
Contact.Dorothy Robbie (081-857 6367)

SOCIAL MEETING at Hazelmere Marine,
Highbridge St, Valtham Abbey (off Station Road).
Speaker; Jim Macdonald: Boating disasters.
Cont2ct: Mike Stimpson (0923-770425).
GUIDED WALK ON THE NEW RIVER: MANOR
HOUSE TO HIGHBURY Meet at Manor House tube
station. About 2 hours.54 (Concessions53) Cont2cr
Dr Michael Essex-Lopresti (081-882'\33V
SOCIAL MEETING at Hillingdon Canal Cruising
Club, Waterloo Road, Uxbridge. Speaker; Richard
Dfew: Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust.
Contact: Alison Struckett (O344-774228)
AEU House. Primrose Hill. Chelmsford.
Speaker from English Nature: Waterway wildlife.
Contact: Molly Beard (0702-553392)
Dig on the Wilts and Berks Canal.
Conact; Tim Lewis (081- 539 7925)
Meeting at Hatfield Cricket Club, Ascors Lane,
'Welwyn Garden City Hugh McKnight: Tlre Danube
and Rbine. Contact Greta Vright (0727-860137)
SOCIAL MEETING at the Ship Inn, High Street,
Croydon (directions above). Speaker to be
announced. Contact: Mike Stevens (081-674 9387)
SOCIAL MEETING at Abbey Community Cenrre,
34 Great Smith Sr, SwlP 3BU.
Speaker: David Bolton: Tbe e ar ly day of t b e I lYA.
Contact: Tim Lewis (081-530-926)
GUIDED \7AIK ON THE NE\f RIVER: HIGHBURY
TO ANGEL. Meet at Highbury and Islington tube
station. About 2 hours. 54 (Concessions 5,3) Conact
Dr Michael Essex-Lopresti (081-882 1337)

SOCIAL MEETING at Hazelmere Marine,
Highbridge St, Waltham Abbey (off Station Road).
Speaker: Peter Coyne: Tbe Canals of Scotland.
Contact: Mike Stimpson (0923-770425).
Dig on the Wey and Arun Canal.
Contact: Tim Lewis (081-539 7926)

Tiresday 15th: 8pm HERTS I\7A

Wednesday 16th: 8 pm LOI\IDON IVA:
CROYDON
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Sunday20th:2.3Opm IOI\IDONMWITH
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MARCH 1994
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Weekend 5th/6th
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Late News
ごらYロらN Uピー ロへ〒 巨
Since the Waterways Events page went to press, the
speaker has been arranged for the Croydon social
meeting on 16 February. Brian Daubney will talk
about the restoration of the House Mill at Bow.

LONDON BOAT SHOW
The 1994 Boat Show at Earls’ Court is from 6 to 16
January 1994 and the IWA stand will be in the same
place as last year. This year there are two changes
which may be of interest to Excaliburreaders. Firstly,
the show will include twice-daily talks on matters of
boating interest, some of which will be given by IWA
London Branch members. The Branch contribution to
this aspect of the show has been co-ordinated by our
Vice-President, Arthur Farrand Radley. Secondly,
IWA members can get in to the show at a discount by
booking tickets in advance. The discounted price is
£5.50 (£2 off the normalprice). Contact Mike
Stimpson, 6 Norfolk Road, Rickmansworth, Herts,
WD3 1QE before 21 December, with a stamped self-
addressed envelope. Cheques should be made
payable to IWA. This is part of IWA's new policy of
providing financial benefits for members.

ST PANCRAS C.C. NEWS
St Pancras Cruising Club write to tell us of their latest
improvements. They have recently installed electric
points around the basin, and also a pump-out facility
which will be available by appointment. (‘phone 0⑦①-

278 2805).

BOW BACK RIVERS
Grants have been agreed for the next stage of
dredging programme, which will, among other things,
complete the dredging of the ‘navigable loop’ from
below Old Ford Lock through the Back Rivers to Bow
Bridge. Work is expected to start at around the time
that this issue reaches you. At the same time,
preparations of a new edition of the Branch's leaflet
Discovering the Bow Back Rivers are nearing
completion : so both aspect should be ready for all the
boaters we want to persuade to explore the Back
Rivers on their way to or from next year’s National at
Waltham Abbey.

LONDON CANAL
MUSEUM
The Museum is now almost totally dependent on a
voluntary work-force to keep it going. They are keen
to find the services of somebody who will give a few
hours per week to doing various clerical jobs for them.
If you are willing and able to help, please contact Dr
Michael Essex-Lopresti ("phone 081-882 1337).

CORRECTION
Due to an Editorial muddle (I mislaid the ‘photo |
originally planned to use!), the photo on page1 is
wrongly credited. It should be credited to Richard
Packer.

BOATWATCH
Boatwatch schemes, growing in popularity across the
country, are arrangements to protect boats against
theft and vandalism by linking the informal “towpath
telegraph” to the Police. Such a scheme has now
reached the Southern Grand Union between Cowley
and Weedon. Five police forces are liaising with BW to
set up the scheme. Contacts in our part of the area
are: Cowley to Harefield, PC Mark Hankins (0895-
251212) : Harefield to Rickmansworth, PC lan Sizer
(0923-244444).

CAN YOU HELP?
With more Branch and Region activities taking place in
more places around London, we need to increase
some of the equipment we use. Specifically we want
to buy two things: firstly another good quality slide-
projector, stand and screen and secondly some more
portable display boards for use at exhibitions, shows
etc. Arecent meeting of the Region Committee
decided that these would be good things on which to
spend some of the money we inherited from the old
South East Region when we split off from them. We
wondered if there is anyone among our members who
might have the right contacts to help us buy any of
these items at a discounted rate. If you can help,
please contact any member of the Region Committee
(‘phone numbers on page 2) .
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The Younger Person’s

View of our Inland Waterways
Issue 2 Winter 1993

SAFETY BY WATER

Water is dangerous! Don't forgetit.

During this year some young people have been hurt, and a few
have been killed along our canals and rivers.

Accidentslike the one on the Kennet and Avon Canal where a
child was drownedare rare, but if you remember that wateris
dangerous you can make sure that you don’t have one.

Travelling on a boat, or walking by waterit is very easy to forget
where you are. There are always so many things to see. So why
don’t you make sure that you wear a lifejacket, even if you are
walking along a towpath; yes, even if you can swim!

If you fall into water it will be a surprise to your body and your
body will take a few moments to realise where you are. If the
wateris cold it will take longer. It will also take some time for
anyone on the bank to find a way of helping you. If you are
wearing a life jacket it will mean that while you and your friends
are sorting out what to do you are floating, not drowning
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Roman Canal Found ?

50 Archaeologists have been working on a site
on the borders of Norfolk and Suffolk. They are
excavating the site of a Roman settlement before it
is lost under a new road. The site has been known
about for a long time, but the new road meant that
it had to be excavated now. The Artifacts that have
been found include Roman houses, water wells, and
the remains of what looks like a Roman Canal. The
130m long watercourse by-passes a loop of the
River Waveney, and while it is difficult to date it
accurately it appears to be as old as the Fosdyke
cut, which is probably Roman.

The excavations will have to finish by the end of
this year, but the samples and artifacts that have
been taken from the site will help the Archaeologists
to create a picture of how the area was in Roman
times.

When the new road is built across the site the
River Waveny will have to be straightened, the road
designers have looked at many routes for the new
river route, and the best route that they can find for
the river is along the old Roman Canal.

What a tribute to Roman engineering!

⑪
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Canoeing Holiday

200 Canoeists from all over the world spent two
weeks this summer paddling along the River
Thames. The Canoe Camping Club organised the
trip from Lechlade Bridge to London to celebrate the
club's 60th birthday. Many of the canoeists were
under 16, some with their families, some on their
own. The youngest person taking part was Sam
Corke who was only 6 months old (he was with
his parents).

On their journey they were accompanied by two
narrow boats as support vessels.

Along the route there were visits arranged to
Stratford upon Avon and to Windsor, where the
castle still covered by scaffolding dominates the
river.

After their two weekstravelling down the Thames
they finished their voyage outside the Royal Festival
Hall on the South Bank of the Thames.

Canoeing is one of the easiest ways to get on
water under your own power. Many young people
have had their first taste of canoeing with
Waterways for Youth events or through their school
or youth club.

If you would like a list of the canoe clubs in the
London area please write to Sidonie at the address on
the puzzle page.
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Smallsword Competitions

Did you enter the competitions in the first issue of Smallsword?

We think that you may not have seen the competitions.

So we are extending the deadline for both competitions to

the 31st December 1993. There are three prizes to be won

in the CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION and two in the

WORDSEARCH PUZZLE.

If you didn't get your copy of the first issue of Smallsword

look in the middle of the Autumn issue of Excalibur, or write for

a copy enclosing your name and addressto:

Sidonie Ferguson
58 Blurton Road

Clapton
London E5 ONJ

Smallsword is published by IWA London Branch with Excalibur, the London Newsletter of
the Inland Waterways Association, at 114 Regent's Park Road, London NW1 8UG.

The IWA may not agree with the opinions expressed in this magazine but encourages
publication as a matter of interest. Nothing printed may be considered as policy or an
official announcement unless so stated, otherwise the Association accepts no liability for
any matter in the magazine.

© IWA London Branch 1993
Editor lan Ferguson, 58 Blurton Road, Clapton, London E5 ONJ.
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